
Epistemology/Reflexivity Paper Guide 
Possible Points 300 

Updated January 5, 2012 
 
You will write a paper that represents your personal reflection on the fieldwork experience, data 
collection and analysis, and course discussions and readings. In this paper you will describe your 
paradigm, epistemological, and ontological beliefs and reflect on your role as a qualitative 
researcher in the field and within the research community. 
 
This assignment is a chance to reflect upon your initial experiences collecting and analyzing data 
to now focus on your role as a researcher and how you might enter into a particular research 
environment and select an approach to conducting a qualitative study.  
 
Here is also a chance to demonstrate your mastery of what you have read during the semester, by 
citing sources to back up the claims that you make in this paper (in other words, please cite the 
readings from the class.) You can address these points in any order.  
 
If you are still struggling with some of these concepts, that is normal. Just write about where you 
are in your understanding as of now, what you are still questioning, what you want to explore 
further and where you plan to go from here.  
 
I do not expect you to conduct a full-fledged literature review for #1 and #2. You may already 
have written papers for other coursework in your field that you can draw upon for #1 and #2.  
 
The majority of your paper should be spent on items 3, 4 and 5. 
 
1. Clear introduction and overview to the paper that identifies a context/environment of interest 
for a qualitative research study you would like to undertake, were you to undertake one “for 
real”. Include the purpose of the study and a rationale that research in this area is needed, 
supported by one or two citations from the literature in your field. Your job here is to convince 
the reader that this study is needed to move your field forward. Use one or two paragraphs to do 
this.  
 
2. To what field or discipline will this study contribute? What theoretical frameworks from your 
field may be relevant for your line of inquiry? Provide support with one or two citations. Use one 
or two paragraphs to do this.  
 
3. Reflexivity/subjectivity statement. Who are you in relation to the environment/context you 
will be studying? What is it about your own experiences and beliefs that have contributed to your 
selection of the topic you have chosen? How will who you are contribute to and constrain your 
entry and inquiry into the context you wish to understand/research? Two or three paragraphs 
should cover this. 
 
4. Which paradigm(s) is(are) most consistent with your beliefs? What does that paradigm mean 
for your ontology and epistemology? In other words, how do these philosophical elements relate 



to each other? Explain in detail, supporting with evidence from the class readings. The vast 
majority of your paper should focus on this.  
 
5. Given your paradigm, epistemological and ontological beliefs, which qualitative approach 
might you use for this particular study? Explain in detail the qualitative approach you have 
chosen and what a study might look like. Balance your attention to # 4 with attention to #5. 
 
This paper should be no longer than 20 pages. 
 
 



Epistemology/Reflexivity Paper Rubric 
Possible Points 300 

Updated January 4, 2012 
 

Criteria Exceeds Meets Does not Meet 
Clarity of Writing 
 

30 
Flawless Writing, 1 or 
3 mechanical errors, 
and APA style is 
followed appropriately 
to cite references. 

 

20 
Minor grammatical 

errors and 4 to 6 
mechanical errors, and 
APA style is followed 

for the most part to 
appropriately cite 

references. 
 

0 
The paper has not been 
sufficiently proof read 

Introduction and 
Overview 

40 
Identify a 

context/environment 
of interest for a 

qualitative research 
study to undertake 

with clear purpose of 
the study and a 

rationale that research 
in this area is needed, 
supported by one or 

two citations from the 
literature in your field 

 

30 
Identify a 

context/environment 
of interest for a 

qualitative research 
study to undertake 

with clear purpose of 
the study and a 

rationale that research 
in this area is needed 

0 
Does not identify a 

context/environment 
of interest for a 

qualitative research 
study to undertake 

with clear purpose of 
the study and a 

rationale that research 
in this area is needed, 
supported by one or 

two citations from the 
literature in your field 

 
Field Contribution 40 

Identify what field or 
discipline the study 

will contribute to and 
what theoretical 

frameworks from the 
field may be relevant 
for the study with two 
supporting citations 

 

30 
Identify what field or 
discipline the study 

will contribute to and 
what theoretical 

frameworks from the 
field may be relevant 

for the study 

0 
Does not identify what 
field or discipline the 

study will contribute to 
and what theoretical 
frameworks from the 
field may be relevant  

 

Reflexivity/subjectivit
y Statement 

40 
Provide thorough 
discussion of the 

required areas and 
reflect how your 

reflexivity/subjectivity 
will affect future 

research  

30 
Provide thorough 
discussion of the 

required areas and 
reflect on your 

reflexivity/subjectivity 

0 
Does not provide a 

thorough discussion of 
the required areas and 

reflect on your 
reflexivity/subjectivity 



Paradigm(s) and 
Epistemological/ 
Ontological Beliefs 

100 
Provide discussions 

regarding paradigm(s) 
and personal 

ontology/epistemology 
and their relationship 
by providing detail 
supporting evidence 
form class readings 

 

80 
Provide discussions 

regarding paradigm(s) 
and personal 

ontology/epistemology 
and their relationship 

by providing 
supporting evidence 
form class readings 

0 
Does not provide 

discussions regarding 
paradigm(s) and 

personal 
ontology/epistemology 
and their relationship 

by providing 
supporting evidence 
form class readings 

 
Future Qualitative 
Approach 
 

50 
Provide a thorough 

discussion on an 
qualitative approach 
with details of your 

future study and 
justifications on how 

this approach fits your 
current understanding 
about paradigm(s) and 
epistemological/ontolo

-gical beliefs  
 

40 
Provide a thorough 

discussion on an 
qualitative approach 
with details of your 
future study that fits 

your current 
understanding about 

paradigm(s) and 
epistemological/ontolo

-gical beliefs  
 

0 
Does not provide a 

thorough discussion on 
an qualitative approach 

with details of your 
future study that fit 

your current 
understanding about 

paradigm(s) and 
epistemological/ontolo

-gical beliefs  
 

 


